CHAPTER VII.

THE  JAPANESE   EARTHQUAKE  OF  OCTOBER  28TII,
1891.

ALTHOUGH several years have elapsed since the
occurrence of the greatest of Japanese earthquakes,
the final report that will embody the labours of
all Its Investigators is yet to be written. Several
important contributions to it, however, have already
been made. Professor Koto, in an admirable memoir,
has traced the course of the great fault-scarp and
discussed the origin of the earthquake; Professor
Omori, with equal care and thoroughness, has in-
vestigated the unrivalled series of after-shocks; Mr.
Conder studied the damaged buildings from an
architect's point of view; Professor Tanakadate and
Dr. Nagaoka devoted themselves to a re-determina-
tion of the magnetic elements of the central district,1
while, by the compilation of his great catalogue of
Japanese earthquakes during the years 1885-92,
Professor Milne has provided the materials for a
further analysis of the minor shocks that preceded
and followed the principal earthquake.

The part of Japan over which the earthquake was

1 I have not referred to the results of this survey, for, though changes
in all the magnetic elements (especially in horizontal intensity) have
taken place between 1887 and 1891-92, these changes cannot be
ascribed with confidence to the earthquake in the absence of a thorough
knowledge of the secular variation.
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